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Queen had sent him and the other Commissioners to see their
Chief and their nation, and that the least a loyal subject could
do would be to meet the messengers of the Queen.

His Honor then addressed the Crees as follows: “The Com-
missioners having agreed that as Lieut.-Governor he should
speak to them, as we are sent here by the Queen, by the Great
Mother—the Queen has chosen me to be one of her Councillors,
and has sent me here to represent her and has made me Gov-
ernor of all her Territories in the North-West. She has sent
another of her Councillors who has come all the way from
Ottawa. She has also sent with us Mr. Christie, whom youall
know, who has lived for a long time in this country, but who
had gone away from it to live in another part of the Dominion
of Canada. The Queen loves her Red children; she has always
been friends with them ; she knows that it is hard for them to
live, and she has always tried to help them in the other parts
of the Dominion. Last year she sent me to see her children at
the Lake of the Woods. I took her children there by the hand,
and the white man and the red man made friends for ever. We
have come here with a message from the Queen and want to
tell you all her mind. We want to speak to you about the
land and what the Queen is willing to do for you, but before
we tell you, we want you to tell us, who your Chiefs and head-
men are who will speak for you, while we speak for the Queen,
and we want to know what bands of Crees are here and who
will speak for them. We wish to know if the Crees are ready
to speak with us now 1”

Ra-xv-sur-way, tne Loup Vorcr,—Said in reply: “I do
not wish to tell a lie. T cannot say who will speak for us ; it
will only be known after consultation.”

His Hoxor mne Ligvr.-Gov.—“By to-morrow you will
probably have chosen whom you will have to speak for you and
the Commissioners will be glad to meet you after you have
chosen your spokesmen, and will meet you at ten o'clock. We
want you to tell us openly what you want and we will speak to
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you for the Queen in the same way. The Colonel will send a

wan round to sound a bugle at ten o'clock to let you know.”
To the Saulteaux His Honor

message from the Great Mother and want you to open my

said : “We are here with a

mouth so that T can tell you what I have to say. 1If you and
your Chiefs will meet together in council and talk it over we
will be glad to meet you, if you bring your Chief to-morrow.
You must zlso choose your speakers who will come with your
Chief and speak for you.”

Loun Voice— T will tell the message that is given me to
tell. T have one thing to say, the first word that came to them
was for the Saulteaux tribe to choose a place to pitch their
tents.”

His Hovon—*This place was chosen because it is a good
place for my men—for the soldiers—there is plenty of water
and grass, and I will meet you here to-morrow. That is all at
present.”

After the departure of the main body of Cree Tndians, Sault-
caux, from the Cypress Hills, entered the tent saying that they
had no Chief, and did not want to go with the main body of the
nation, that they had plenty of friends on tho plains,

His Honor said they would hear the Queen’s message with
the rest of the Indians.

SECOND DAY'S CONFERENCE.
September 9, 1874,
The Indians, both C ulteaux and their Chiefs having
arrived, His Honor Lieut.-Governor Morris said: “T am glad

to see 50 many of the Queen’s red children here this morn-

ing, T told those I saw yesterday that I was one of the Queen’s

councillors, and had another councillor with me from Ottawa

and that the Queen had sent Mr. Christie who used to live

amongst you to help us. Yesterday the Cree nation with

their Chief were here, the Saulteaux did not come to meet the
7
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Queen’s servants, their Chief was not here. I thought that
the Saulteaux could not have understood that the Queen had
sent her servants to see them, or they would have come to
meet them. If Loud Voice or any other Chief came down
to Fort Garry to see me, and I sent one of my servants to
meet them instead of shaking hands with them, would they
be pleased? I wanted you to meet me here to-day because I
wanted to speak to you before the Great Spirit and before the
world. T want both Crees and Saulteaux to know what T say.
T told those who were here yesterday that we had a message
from the Queen to them. Last year I made a treaty with the
Indians, 4,000 in number, at the Lake of the Woods. To-day
the Queen sends us here. 1 told you yesterday that she loves
her red children, and they have always respected her and
obeyed her laws. T asked you yesterday, and ask you now, to
tell me who would speak for you, and how many bands of each
nation are represented here. I have heard that you are not
ready to speak to me yet but do not know it, and T want you
to say anything you have to say before all, and I will speak in
the same way. What I have to talk
children and their children, who are yet unbors, and you must
think well over it, as the Queen has thought well overit. What
T want, is for you to take the Queen’s hand, through mine, and
shake hands with her for ever, and now I want, before say
any more, to hear from the Chiefs if they are ready with their
men to speak for them, and if they are not ready if they will
be ready to-morrow.”

CAN-A-HAH-CHA-PEW, THE MAN oF THE Bow,—“We are not
ready yet, we have not gathered together yet. That is all T
have to say.”

PEICHETO’S SON—O-TA-1A-0-MAN, THE GAMBLER—* My dear

about concerns Yyou, your

friends, do you want me to speak for you to these great men 1
(the Indians signified their consent.) I heard you were to
come here, that was the reason that all the camps were collected
together, I heard before-hand too where the camp was to be
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placed, but T tell you that T am not ready yet. Every day
there are other Indians coming and we are not all together.
Where I was told to pitch my tent that is where T expected to
see the great men in the camp. That is all.”

His HoNor—“ With regard to the camp, the Queen sent one
of her chief men of our soldiers with us, and he selected the best
place for the men, the place where we are now, and T think it
is @ good place. ~ At first he thought to have encamped across
the river, but he thought this was better ground and chose it.
T think it just as well that our tents should be at a little dis-
tance from your braves and your camp. 1 want to say to the
Indian children of the Queen that if their people are coming in,
that our men have walked a long way here, and must go back
again to Fort Garry, and 1 have other things to do. Mr. Laird
has to go back again to look after other things for the Queen
at Ottawa. I want to ask the Chiefs when they will be ready
to meet us to-morrow.

Per-cne-ro’'s Sox—“I have said before, we are not ready.”

His Hoxor— Let them send me word through their Chiefs
when they are ready.”

THIRD DAY'S CONFERENCE.
September 11, 1874.

The Crees and their Chiefs met the Commissiones The
Saulteaux Chief was not present, though most of the tribe were
present.

An Indian, “the Crow,” advised the embled Crees, the
Saulteaux not having arrived, to listen attentivel
he said.

His Honor the Lieut.-Governor then arose and said : “T am
glad to meet you here to-day. We have waited long and began
to wonder whether the Queen’s red children were not coming
to meet her messengers. All the ground here is the Queen’s
and you are free to speak your mind fully. We want you to

v to what words
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speak to me face to face. I am ready now with my friends
here to give you the Queen’s message. Are your ears open to
hear? Have you chosen your speakers?”

Tue Loup Vorce—¢There is no one to answer.”

His HoNor—“You have had time enough to select your
men to answer and T will give you the Queen’s message. The
Queen knows that you are poor; the Queen knows that it is
hard to find food for yourselves and children ; she knows that
the winters are cold, and your children are often hungry ; she
has always cared for her red children as much as for her white,
Out of her generous heart and liberal hand she wants to do
something for you, so that when the buffalo get scarcer, and
they are scarce enough now, you may be able to do something
for yourselves.”

Tur Loun Voick (to the Indians)—“T wonder very much
at your conduct. You understand what is said and you under-
stand what is right and good. You ought to listen to that and
answer it, every one of you, What is bad you cannot answer.”

His Hoxor—* What the Queen and her Councillors would
like is this,

he would like you to learn something of the cun-
ning of the white man. When fish are scarce and the buffalo
are not plentiful she would like to help you to put something
in the land ; she would like that you should have some money
every year to buy things that you need. If any of you would
settle down on the land, she would give you cattle to help you;
she would like you to have some sced to plant. ~She would like
to give you every year, for twenty years, some powder, shot,
and twine to make nets of. T sce you here before me to-day.
I will pass away and you will pass away. T will go where my
fathers have gone and you also, but after me and after you will
come our children. The Queen cares for you and for your
children, and she cares for the children that are yet to be born.
She would like to take you by the hand and do as I did for her
at the Lake of the Woods last year. We promised them and
we are ready to promise now to give five dollars to every man,
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woman and child, as long as the sun shines and water flows.
We are ready to promise to give $1,000 every year, for twenty
years, to buy powder and shot and twine, by the end of which
time T hope you will have your little farms. If you will settle
down we would lay off land for you, a square mile for every
family of five. Whenever you go to a Reserve, the Queen will
be ready to give you a school and schoolmaster, and the Goy-
ernment will try to prevent fire-water from being sent among
you. If you shake hands with us and make a treaty, we are
ready to make a present at the end of the treaty, of eight dollars
for every man, woman and child in your nations. We are ready

also to give calico, clothing and other presents. We are ready
to give every recognized Chief, a present of twenty-five dollars,
a medal, and a suit of clothing. We are also ready to give the
Chief’s soldiers, not exceeding four in each band, a present of
ten dollars, and next year and every year after, each chief will
be paid twenty-five dollars, and his
four in each band, will receive ten dollars. Now I think that
you see that that the Queen loves her red children, that she
wants to do you good, and you ought to show that you think
so. I cannot believe that you will be the first Indians, the
Queen’s subjects, who will not take her by the hand. The
Queen sent one of her councillors from Ottawa, and me, her
Governor, to tell you her mind. I have opened my hands
and heart to you. It is for you to think of the future of
those who are with you now, of those who are coming after
you, and may the Great Spirit guide you to do what is right.
1 have only one word more to say. The last time I saw you I
was not allowed to say all T wanted to say until you went away.
What I wanted to say is this, T have put before you our mes-
sage, T want you to go back to your tents and think over what
1 have said and come and meet me to-morrow. Recollect that
we cannot stay very long here. T have said all.”

hief soldiers not exceeding
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FOURTH DAY’S CONFERENCE.
September 12, 174,

In the morning four Indians, two Crees and two Saulteaux,
waited on the Commissioners and asked that they should meet
the Indians half way, and off the Company’s reserve, and that
the soldiers should remove their camps beside the Indian
encampment, that they would meet the Commissioners then
and confer with them; that there was something in the way
of their speaking openly where the marquee had been pitched.
Their request was complied with as regarded the place of meet-
ing only, and the spot for the conference selected by Col. Smith
and the Indians.

The meeting was opened by the Lieut.-Governor, who said,
“Crees and Saulteaux,—I have asked you to meet us here to-
day. We have been asking you for many days to meet us and
this is the first time you have all met us. If it was not my
duty and if the Queen did not wish it, T would not have taken
50 much trouble to speak to you. We are sent a long way to
give you her message.  Yesterday I told the Crees her message,
and I know that the Saulteaux know what it was, but that there
may be no mistake, T will tell it to you again and I will tell
youmore. When I have given my message understand that
you will have to answer it, as T and my friends will have to
leave you. You are the subjects of the Queen, you are her
children, and you are only a little band to all her other children.
She has children all over the world, and she does right with
them all. ~ She cares as much for you as she cares for her white

children, and the proof of it is that wherever her name is spoken
her people whether they be red or white, love her name and are
ready to die for it, because she is always just and true. What
she promises never changes. She knows the condition of her
people here ; you are not her only red children ; where I come
from, in Ontario and in Quebec, she has many red children, and
away beyond the mountains she has other red children, and she
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wants to care for them all. Last year T was among the Saul-
teaux ; we have the Saulteaux where T came from. They were
my friends. T was the son of a white Chief who had a high
place among them, they told him they would do his work, they
called him Shekeisheik. T learned from him to love the red man,
and it was a plea
Queen told me to come among her Saulteaux children and T
expect the Crees and the Saulteaux to take my hand as they did
last year. In our hands they feel the Queen’s, and if they take
them the hands of the white and red man will never unclasp.

ant duty and good to my heart when the

In other lands the white and red man are not such friends as
we have always been, and why ! Because the Queen always
keeps her word, always protects her red men. She learned last
winter that bad men from the United States had come into her
country and had killed some of her red children, What did

she say ?  This must not be, I will send my men and will not

suffer these bad men to hurt my red children, their lives are
very dear to me.  And now I will tell you our message. The

Queen knows that her red children often find it hard to live.

She knows that her red children, their wives and children, are
often hungry, and that the buffalo will not last for ever and she
desires to do something for them. More than a hundred years
aid to the red men living in Quebec
and Ontario, I will give you land and cattle and st apart
Reserves for you, and will teach you. What has been the

result? There

ago, the Queen’s father

he red men are happy ; instead of getting fewer

in number by sickness they are growing in number ; their chil-
dren have plenty. The Queen wishes you to enjoy the same
blessings, and so I am here to tell you all the Queen’s mind,
but recollect this, the Queen’s High Councillor here from
Ottawa, and I, her Governor, are not traders ; we do not come
here in the spirit of traders; we come here to tell you
openly, without hiding anything, just what the Queen will do
for you, just what she thinks is good for you, and I want you
to look me in the face, eye to eye, and open your Learts to me
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as children would to a father, as children ought to do to a
father, and as you ought to the servants of the great mother of
usall. I told my friends yester
that we are here to-day and that in a few years it may be we
will not be here, but after us will come our children. The
Queen thinks of the children yet unborn. I know that there
are some red men as well as white men who think only of to-

ay that things changed here,

day and never think of to-morrow. The Queen has to think of
what will come long after to-dny. Therefore, the promises we
have to make to you are not for to-day only but for to-morrow,
not only for you but for your children born and unborn, and
the promises we make will be carried out as long as the sun

shines above and the water flows in the ocean.  When you are
ready to plant seed the Queen’s men will lay off Reserves so as
to give a square mile to every family of five persons, and on
commencing to farm the Queen will give to every family culti-
vating the soil two hoes, one spade, one scythe for cutting the
grain, one axe and plough, enough of seed wheat, barley, oats
and potatoes to plant the land they get ready. The Queen
wishes her red children to learn the cunning of the white man
and when they are ready for it she will send schoolmasters on
every Reserve and pay them. We have come through the
country for many days and we have seen hills and but little

wood and in many places little water, and it may be a long
time before there aj

nany white men settled upon this land,
and you will have the right of hunting and fishing just as you
have now until the land is actually taken up. (His Honor
repeated the offers which had been given to the Saulteaux on the
previous day.) T think I have told you all that the Queen is
willing to do for you. It ought to show you that she has
thought more about you than you have about her. I will be
glad now to have those whom you have selected speak for you
and I again ask you to keep nothing back. This is the first
time you have had white chiefs, officers of the Queen, so high
in her Councils, so trusted by her among you. We have no
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object but your good at heart, and therefore we ask you to
speak out to us, to open your minds to us, and believe that we
are your true and best friends, who will never advise you badly,
who will never whisper bad words in your ears, who only care
for your good and that of your children. T have told you the
truth, the whole truth, and now we expect to hear from the
two nations and any other tribe who may be represented here.
My friend Mr. Laird reminds me that he has come from an
Island in the far off sea, that he has go back to Ottawa and
then go to his own home, that he was asked specially to help
g me. He is obliged to go
away as T am, and therefore we want you to answer us.”

me in speaking to you and advisi

CotE, or MEE-wAY (Saulteaux Chief)—<T cannot say any-
thing to you. It is that man (pointing to Loud Voice) will
speak.”

Loup Voice (Cree Chief)—¢“If T could speak, if I conld
manage to utter my feelings there is reason why I should
omething in my way, and that

answer you back ; but there is s

is all I can tell you. This man (the Gambler) will tell you.
0-14-K4-0-¥AYN, OR THE GaAMBLER.— This morning I saw the

chief of the soldiers, who asked me what is in your way that

you cannot come and meet the Que messengers; then I told

him what was in the way. And now that I am come in, what
doIsee? You were rather slow in giving your hand. You
said that the Queen spoke through you and spoke very plainly,
but I cannot speak about what you said at present; the thing
that is in the way that is what I am wor

Ligvr.-Gov. Morris—“We have come here for the purpose
of knowing what is in your mind. I held out my hand but
you did not do as your nation did at the Angle. When I
arrived there the Chief and his men came and gave me the
pipe of peace and paid me every honor. Why?! Because I
was the servant of the Queen. I was not slow in offering my
hand, I gave it freely and from my heart, and whenever we
found I could please you by coming here, we sent the chief of
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the soldiers to select a suitable place to meet you. You tell
me there is something in your mind. If there is anything
standing hetween us, how can we take it away or answer you
unless we know what it is?”

Tre GawpLer— T told the soldier master you did not set
your camp in order, you came and staid beyond over there,
that is the reason T did not run in over there. Now when you
have come here, you see sitting out there a mixture of Half-
breeds, Crees, Saulteaux and Stonies, all are one, and you were
slow in taking the hand of a Half-breed. All these things are
many things that are in my way. T cannot speak about them.”

Linur.-Gov. Morris—Why are you here to-day ! because we
asked you to come, because it was a good place to sp
them the reason we wished to see them. 1 am now quite will-
ing to tell you all about Fort Pelly. The Queen heard that
Americans had come into the country and w

k with

treating her
Tndian children bdly. T mysclf sent her word that twenty-
five of her Indian children, men, women and children, had been
shot down by the American
tect her red children, for that

then she resolv

d to pro-

son she has determined to
have a body of men on hors

s as policemen to keep all bad
people, white or red, in order. She will not allow her red

some of
. Now you ought to be glad that
you have a Queen who takes such an interest in you. What
are they doing now up at Fort Pelly? The men must have

children to be made drunk and shot down again as
them were a few months

some place to live in this winter, they cannot live out of doors,
and some men have gone to Fort Pelly to build houses for
them, and the Queen expects that you will do all you can to
help them because they are your friends. There was a treaty
before and Indians are paid under it, but we were told as we
passed Fort Ellice that there were a few Indians there who
were not included in that treaty, and had never been paid, and
they agreed to meet us when we go back. I do not quite
understand another point. We have here Saulteaux,
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Assiniboines and other Indians, they are all one, and we have
another people, the Half-breeds, they are of your blood and my
blood. The Queen cares for them, one of them is here an
officer with a Queen’s coat on his back. At the Lake of the
Woods last winter every Half-Breed who was there with me
was helping me, and T was proud of it, and glad to take the
word back to the Queen, and her servants, and you may rest
easy, you may leave the Half-breeds in the hands of the Queen
who will deal generously and justly with them, There was a
Half-breed came forward to the table. He was only one of
many here. I simply wanted to know whether he was autho-
rized by you to take any part in the Council, as it is the Indians
alone we are here to meet.  He told me you wanted him here
s here, but when T

as a witness.  We have plenty of witn
heard that, T welcomed him as T had done you, and shook
hands with him, and he ought to have told you that. I have
given our answer and I have always found this that it is good
for men to try to understand each other, and to speak openly,
if they do that and both are earnest, if their hearts are pure,
they will and can understand cach other.”

Tk GawsLer—T have understood plainly before what he
(the Hudson Bay Company) told me about the Queen. This
country that he (H. B. Co.) bought from the Indians let him
complete that. It is that which is in the way. I cannot
manage to speak upon anything else, when the land was staked

off it was all the Company’s work. That is the reason I cannot
speak of other things.”

Ligur.-Gov. Morris—¢ We don’t understand what you mean.
Will you explain?

Tre GaxpLer—“I know what I have to tell you. Who
surveyed this land? Was it done by the Company? This is
the reason T speak of the Company, why are you staying in
the Company’s house?”

Ligur.-Goveryor Morris—“The Company have a right to
have certain lands granted them by the Queen, who will do
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what is fair and just for the Company, for the Indians, for the
Half-breeds, and for the whites. She will make no distinction.
Whatever she promises she will carry out. The Company are
are nothing to her except that they are carrying on trade in
this country, and that they are subjects to her just as you are-
You ask then why I went to the Company’s house? T came
here not at my own pleasure. T am not so strong as you are.
T never slept in a tent in my life before and was only too glad
to find a home to go to.”

Tk Gassrir—¢T understand now.  And mow this Com-
pany man, This is the Company man (pointing to Mr. Me:
Donald). Thi
not know, the Saulteaux does not know. Tt was never known
when this was surveyed, neither by the Cree nor the Saulteaux.”

Ligur.-Gov. Morris—“The Company are trading in this
country and they require to have places to carry out their trade.
If the Queen gives them land to hold under her she has a per-
fect right to do it, just as she will havea perfect right to lay off

the thing I cannot speak of. The Cree does

lands for you if you agree to settle on them. I am sorry for
you; T am afraid you have been listening to bad voices who
have not the interests of the Indians at heart. If because of
these things you will not speak to us we will go away with
hearts sorry for you and for your children, who thus throw
back in our faces the hand of the Queen that she has held out
to you.”

Tie GaweLer—<Tt is very plain who speaks; the Crees are
not speaking, and the Saulteaux is speaking, if the Queen’s men
came hore to survey the land. T am telling you plainly. I
cannot speak any other thing till this is cleared up. Look at
these children that are sitting around here and also at the tents,

who are just the image of my kindness. There are different
kinds of grass growing here that is just like those sitting
around here. There isno difference. ~ Even from the American
land they are here, but we love them all the same, and when
the white skin comes here from far away I love him all the
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same. I am telling you what our love and kindness is. This
is what I did when the white man came, but when he came
back he paid no regard to me how he carried on.”

Lisur.-Gov. Morris—*“ I did not know till I came here that
any survey had been made beeause T had nothing to do with
it; but my friend, one of the Queen’s Councillors, tells me it
was done by the authority of the Queen.”

Tar Gaserer—<1 want to tell you the right story. I
waited very much for the Queen’s messenger when I saw what
the Company did. Perhaps he may know why he did so.
Perhaps if I were to ask him now he would say. That is what
I would think. This is the r
T see here I cannot manage to speak because of the Company.

Lievr.-Gov. Morris—“We cannot sec why you cannot speak
to the Queen’s messengers because of the Company. The Com-
pany is no greater in her sight than one of those little children
is in yours, and whatever she promises, either to the Company

n. T am so pleased at what

or the little child, she will do. The Company ought not to bea
wall between you and us; you will make a mistake if you send
us away with a wall between us, when there should be none.”

Tus GawsLer— I do not send you away; for all this I am
glad. T know this is not the Queen’s work. He (H. B. Co.)
is the head; he does whatever he thinks all around here, that
is the reason I cannot say anything.”

Lizvr.-Gov. Morris—“T am very sorry that you cannot

Tue Gaxper—¢The Company have stolen our land. T
heard that at first. I hear it is true. The Queen’s messengers
never came here, and now I see the soldiers and the settlers
and the policemen. I know it is not the Queen’s work, only
the Company has come and they are the head, they are fore-
most; I do not hold it back. Let this be put to rights; when
this is righted I will answer the other.”

Ligur.-Gov. Morris—¢ The Company have not brought their
soldiers here. This man is not an officer of the Company. 1
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am not an officer of the Company. We did not come at the
request of the Company, but at that of the Queen. T told you
that the Queen had sent her policemen here. You see the flag
there, then know that we are the Queen’s servants, and not the
Company’s, and it is for you to decide on the message I have
delivered to you.”

Tig Gawsrer—“ When one Indian takes anything from
another we call it stealing, and when we see the present we
say pay us. It is the Company I mean.”

Lievr.-Gov. Morris—“What did the Company steal from
you?”

Tue Gavuer—“The ecarth, trees, grass, stones, all that

which I see with my eyes.”
.-Giov. Morris— Who made the earth, the grass, the
and the wood? The Great Spirit. He made them for
all his children to use, and it is not stealing to use the gift of
the Great Spivit. The lands are the Queen’s under the Great
Spirit. The Chippewas were not always here. They come from
the East. There were other Indians here and the Chippewas
came here, and they used the wood and the land, the gifts of
the Great Spirit to all, and we want to try and induce you to
believe that we are asking for the good of all. We do not
know how the division between us is to be taken away. We
do not know of any lands that were stolen from you, and if
you do not open your mouths we cannot get the wall taken
away. You can open your mouths if you will; we are patient
but we cannot remain here always.

Tue GamsLerR—“T cannot manage to speak of anything else.
It is this T am speaking. All the Indians know how the Com-
pany set their land in order long ago. The Company is making
it more and that is the reason I am speaking.”

Ligur.-Goveryor Morris—¢ Many, many years ago, before
we were born, one of the Kings gave the Company certain
rights to trade in this country. The Queen thought that this
was not just neither to the white nor the red man. She con-
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sidered that all should be equal; but when the Queen’s father’s
father’s hand had been given she could not take it back without
the Company’s consent; therefore she told the Company that
the time had come when they should no longer be the great
power in this country, that she would plant her own flag, that
she would send her own Governor and soldiers, and that they
must cease to have the only right to trade here (and I am
glad to know that some of you are good traders), the Queen
then told the Company that she would govern the country
herself, and she told them she would give them some land.
They had their forts, their places of trade where they raised
cattle and grain, and she told them they could keep them, and
she will no more break with them than she will with you.
There is no reason why you should not talk to us. The
Company have no more power, no more authority to govern
it rests with the Queen.”

this country than you ha

Tue Gasprer—This is the reason I waited for the Queen’s
messengers to come here because T knew the Company was
strong and powerful, and T knew they would set everything in
cre they have brought
Jompany’s work is in

order. Truly since the Company came L

me many things which are good, but th
my way and I cannot utter my word;

Ligvr.-Gov. Morris— What do you complain of? I can
not tell.”

Tue Gasprer—<The survey. This one (pointing to an
Indian) did not say so, and th:
told about it. He should have been told beforehand that this
was to have been done and it would not have been so, and I
want to know why the Company have done so. This is the
reason I am

Ligut.-Gov.

Saulteaux and he was never

king so much about it.”
Morris—I have told you before that the
Queen had promised to give the Company certain lands around
the forts and she gave them land around this fort. I have
told you that what she promised she will do. She has taken
all the lands in this country to manage ; they were hers ; they
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were her fathers ; if she gives you reserves they will be yours
and she will let no one take them from you unless you want
to sell them yourselves. Tt will be a sorry thing if this nation
and that nation scattered all over the country are to suffer
because of this little piece of land I see around me. What
ion of this kind and
block the way to our understanding ench other when the

good i it going to do to raise up a qu

Queen’s hand, full of love and generosity is held out to you?
The blame rests with you ; it is time for you to talk, to open
your mouth, because I cannot take away what shuts it, you
maust do it yourselves.”

Tre GamprErR—*This is my chief, the Queen never told
this man. If this had been told him, I would not have said
what I said just now. 'The Company’s store was only there at
first. T do not push back the Queen’s hand. Let this be
cleared up.’

Ligur.-Gov. Morris — Once for all we tell you, whatever
number of acres the Queen has promised to the Company at
this post, they will receive no more and no less. We will
ascertain what was promised, and will take care to see that
what was promised and that only will be performed with
regard to the land around this Fort. We can give you no
other answer.” 5

Tue Gawprer—¢1 am telling you and reporting what 1
had to tell. The Company have no right to this earth, but
when they are spoken to they do not desist, but do it in spite
of you. He is the head and foremost. These Indians you see
sitting around report that they only allowed the store to be
put up. That is the reason I was very glad when I heard you

were coming. The Indians were not told of the reserves at all
I hear now, it was the Queen gave the land. The Indians
thought it was they who gave it to the Company, who are now
all over the country. The Indians did not know when the
land was given.”

Liur.-Gov. Morris—“1 am weary hearing about the
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country. You might understand me now. You are stronger
than that little boy over there, and the Company is stronger
than a single trader, but the Company has its master, the
Queen, and will have to obey the laws as well as all others.
We have nothing to do with the Company. We are here to
talk with you about the land, I tell you what we wish to do
for your good, but if you will talk about the Company I can-
not hinder you, I think it is time now you should talk about
what concerns you all.”

Tue Gaypuer—* That is the reason I waited so long. I
cannot speak of anything else, my mind is resting on nothing
else. I know that you will have power and good rules and
this is why I am glad to tell you what is troubling me.”

Lieut.-Gov. Morris—* I have told you before and tell you
again that the Queen cannot and will not undo what she has
done. T have told you that we will see that the Company
shall obey what she has ordered, and get no more and no less
than she has promised. We might talk here all the year and
I could not give you any other answer, and T put it to you
now face to face—speak to me about your message, don’t put it
aside, if you do the responsibility will rest upon your nation,
and during the winter that is coming, many a poor woman
and child will be saying, how was it that our councillors and
our braves shut their ears to the mouth of the Queen’s m2ssen-
gers and refused to tell them their words. This Company, T
have told you is nothing to us, it is nothing to the Queen, but
their rights have to be respected just as much as those of the
meanest child in the country. The Queen will do right between
you and them. I can say no more than what I have said and if
the Indians will not speak to us we cannot help it, and if the
Indians wont answer our message, we must go back and tell
the Queen that we came here and did everything we could to
show the Indians we were in earnest in proving her love for
them and that when there was a little difficulty, I came at
once to meet them half way. What prevents you from coming

8
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out and speaking openly. I cannot take away the difficulty
you speak of, and if you will not answer us, there is no use in
talking.”

THE GAMBLER—T told the chief of the soldiers what was
in our way, what was troubling us and now we are telling you.
Tt is that T am working at.”

Lisur.-Gov. Morris—* What is troubling you 7’

Pis-qua (the plain) pointing to Mr. McDonald, of the
Hudson’s Bay Company—* You told me you had sold your land
for so much money, £300,000. We want that money.”

Lievr.-Gov. Morris—“T wish our Indian brother had
spoken before what was in his mind. He has been going here
and there, and we never knew what he meant. T told you that
many years ago the Queen’s father's father gave the Company
the right to trade in the country from the frozen ocean to the
United States boundary line, and from the Atlantic Ocean to
the Pacific. The Company grew strong and wanted no one
to trade in the country but themselves. The Queen’s people
said, “no, the land is not yours, the Queen’s father’s father
gave you rights to trade, it is time those rights should stop.”
You may go on and trade like any other merchant, but as it
was worth money to you to say to this trader you shall not
buy furs at any post, the Queen would not act unjustly to the
Company.  She would not take rights away from them any
more than from you; and to settle the question, she took all
the lands into her own hands and gave the Company a sum of
money in place of the rights which she had taken from them.
She is ready to deal with you justly. We are hero to-day to
make to you her good offers. We have nothing to hide,
nothing to conceal. The Queen acts in daylight. I think it is
time you are going to talk with us about the offers we have
made. ”

TrE GaMBLER—I have made up about no other article, T
suppose, indeed, I would make the thing very little and very
small. When I get back I will think over it.”
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Lieur.-Gov. Morris—“T have a word to say to you. In
our land we worship the Great Spirit, and do not work on
Sunday. T am glad to see that you are going back into
council, and T will only ask you to think of these things with
single hearts desiring only to do what is right and trusting my
words.  On Monday morning we will be glad to meet you
here and hope we will find then that your heart has come to
ours, that you will see that it is for your children’s good, to
take our hands and the promises we have given. As I told you
before we would be glad to stay longer with you, but we are
obliged to go away. We ask you then to meet us on Mon-
day morning and M. Pratt will tell you so that there may be
no mistake as to what we have promised. He has it written
down so that it may not be rubbed out.”

The conference then ended.

FIFTH DAY'S CONFERENCE.
September 14,

Both nations, Crees and Saulteaux, having assembled, His
Honor Lieut.-Governor Morris again addressed them :—

“Children of our Great Mother, I am glad to see you again
after another day. How have you come to meet us? I hope
you have come to us with good thoughts, and hearts ready to
meet ours. I have one or two words to say to you. It is
twenty days to-day since we left the Red River. We want to turn
our faces homewards. You told me on Saturday that some of
you could eat a great deal. I have something to say tosyou
about that. There are Indians who live here, they have their
wives and children around them. It is good for them to be
here, and have plenty to eat, but they ought to think of their
brothers ; they ought to think that there are men here who
have come from a distance, from Fort Pelly and beyond, whose
wives and children are not here to eat, and they want to be at
home with them. It is time now that we began to understand



108 The Treaties of Canada with the Indians.

each other, and when there is something troubles us, I believe
in telling it. When you told us you were troubled about the
situation of this tent, we had it moved. Now we want you to
take away our trouble, or tell us what you mean. We are
troubled about this. We are servants of the Queen ; we have
been here many days giving you our message, and we have not
yet heard the voice of the nations. We have two nations here.
We have the Crees, who were here first, and we have the
Ojibbeways, who came from our country not many suns ago.
We find them here ; we won't say they stole the land and the
stones and the trees ; no, but we will say this, that we believe
their brothers, the Crees, said to them when they came in here :
“The land is wide, it is wide, it is big enough for us both ; let
us live here like brothers ;” and that is what you say, as you
told us on Saturday, as to the Half-breeds that I see around.
You say that you are one with them ; now we want all to be
one. We know no difference between Crees and Ojibbeways.
Now we want to ask you are you wiser, do you know more,
than the Ojibbeway people that I met last year? You are a
handful compared with them ; they came to me from the Lake
of the Woods, from Rainy Lake, from the Kaministiquia, and
from the Great Lake. I told them my message, as I have
told you ; they heard my words and they said they were good,
and they took my hand and I gave them mine and the presents ;
but that is not all. There was a band of Ojibbeways who
lived at Lake Seul, to the north of the Lake of the Woods,
400 in number, and just before we came away we sent our
messenger to them. He told them I had shaken hands for
the Queen with all the Ojibbeways down to the Great Lake.
He told them what we had done for these, and asked them if
they found it good to take the Queen’s hand through our
messenger ; they were pleased ; they signed the treaty ; they
put their names to it, saying, We take what you promised to
the other Saulteaux ; and our messenger gave them the money,
just as our messengers will give your brothers who are not
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here the money if we understand each other. Now, we ask
you again, are you wiser than your brothers that T have seen
before? T do not think that you will say you are, but we
want you to take away our last trouble. What I find strange
isthis: we are Chiefs ; we have delivered the message of our
great Queen, whose words never change, whose tongue and
the tongues of whose messengers are never forked ; and how is
it that we have not heard any voice back from the Crees or
Saulteaux, or from their Chiefs? 1T see before me two Chiefs ;
we know them to be Chiefs, because we see you put them
before you to shake hands with us. They must have been
made Chiefs, not for anything we are talking about to-day, not
for any presents we are offering to you, not because of the
land ; then why are they chiefs? Because I see they are old
men ; the winds of many winters have whistled through their
branches. I think they must have learned wisdom ; the words
of the old are wise ; why then, we ask ourselves—and this is
our trouble—Why are your Chiefs dumb? They can speak.
One of them is called “ Loud Voice.” He must have been
heard in the councils of the nation. Then I ask myself, why
do they not answer? It cannot be that you are afraid; you
are not women. In this country, now, no man need be afraid.
If a white man does wrong to an Indian, the Queen will
punish them. The other day at Fort Ellice, & white man, it is
said, stole some furs from an Indian. The Queen’s policemen
took him at once ; sent him down to Red River, and he is
lying in jail now ; and if the Indians prove that he did wrong,
he will be punished. You see then that if the white man
does wrong to the Indian he will punished ; and it will be the
same if the Indian does wrong to the white man. The red
and white man must live together, and be good friends, and
the Indians must live together like brothers with each other
and the white man. T am afraid you are weary of my talking.
‘Why do T talk so much? Because I have only your good at
heart. 1 do not want to go away with my head down, to send
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word to the Queen, “ Your red children could not see that
your heart was good towards them ; could not see as you see
that it was for the good of themselves and their children’s
children to accept the good things you mean for them.” T
have done. Let us hear the voice of the people. Let us hear
the voice of your old wise men.”

Core—*The same man that has spoken will speak yet.”

Ka-kiesue-way (Loud Voice)—This is the one who will
speak ; after he speaks I will show what T have to say.”

Lievr.-Gov. Morris—¢ Understand me, what I want to
know is, does he speak for the nations. If you prefer to speak
by the voice of an orator I am glad. All we want is to hear
the voice of the people, and T asked you at’ first to choose
among yourselves those who would speak for you ; therefore T
am glad to hear the man you have chosen, and T am glad to
hear that after he has done the Chief will speak to us.”

TrE GavBLER— Saturday we met, we spoke to each other,
we met at such a time as this time, and again we said we
would tell each other something ; now, then, we will.report to
each other a little again. This Company man that we were
speaking about, I do not hate him; as I loved him before I
love him still, and T also want that the way he loved me at
first he should love me the same ; still, I wish that the Com-
pany would keep at his work the same as he did ; that I want
to be signed on the paper. I want you to put it with your
own hands. After he puts that there it is given to the
Indians, then there will be another article to speak about.
The Indians want the Company to keep at their post and
nothing beyond. After that is signed they will talk about
something else.”

Lievt.-Gov. Morris—“T told you on Saturday that I had
nothing to do with the Company. The Company have a right
to trade. I cannot make them buy goods and bring them

here, or stop them from bringing them. I dare say some of
you are traders ; you do not ask me whether you shall buy
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goods and sell them again, and I do not stop you. It is the
same way with the Company. If they make money in bring-
ing goods here they will bring them just as they used to do ;
and T want you to understand it fully, the Company may have
a little fore money than the white traders, or the Half.
breeds, or the Indians, but they have no more right, they have
no more privileges, to trade than the Indians, or the Half-
breeds, or the whites ; and that is written with a higher hand
than ours, and we have no power to write anything, or to add
anything, to what is written and remains in the Queen’s house
beyond the sea.”

Tk GavsLErR— T do not want to drive the Company any-
where. What I said is, that they are to remain here at their
house. Supposing you wanted to take them away, I would
not let them go. T want them to remain here to have nothing
but the trade. T do not hate them ; we always exchange with
them, and would die if they went away.”

Ligur.-Gov. Morris—¢“ I do not know whether we rightly
understand or not. I think you have spoken wise words ; the
Company helps you to live, and they have a right to sell goods
as other traders. T do not know that I understand you rightly,
that you do not want them to sell goods anywhere except at
the posts ; to keep at their posts there. If that is what you
mean, I cannot say yes to that ; they have the same right to
sell goods anywhere that you have. They are no longer as
they were once. The Government of the country, I think T
told you that before—understand me distinctly—the Govern-
ment have nothing to do with the Company, but the Company
and all their servants are subjects of the Queen and love and
obey her laws. The day has gone past when they made the
laws. They have to hear the laws the Queen makes, and like
good subjects submit to them.

Tue GampLER—*The Company is not to carry anything out
into the country, but are to trade in the Fort. That is what we
want signed on the paper ; then we will talk on other subjects.”
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Ligur.-Gov. Morris—“T have told you before, and I tell
you again, that the Company as traders have the right to sell
goods anywhere they please, just as you have, just as the
whites have, just as the Half-breeds have, and we have no
power to take it away from them. If the Company were to
ask me to say to you that you were not to trade anywhere
except in their Fort by the lake, you would think it very hard,
and T would say to the Company, No, you shall not interfere
with the Indians throughout our land. I would like to give
you pleasure but I cannot do wrong ; we won't deceive you
with smooth words. We will tell you the simple truth what
we can do and what we cannot do, but we cannot interfere as
you ask us.”

Tue GaMBLer—* Cannot you sign such a paper?”

Lieur.-Gov. Morris—“No ; the Queen has signed the great
paper, and the Company have no more rights than any one
else, but they have the same.”

Ka-kre-sie-way (Loud Voice)—“T would not be at a loss,
but I am, because we are not united—the Crees and the
Salteaux—this is troubling me. I am trying to bring all
together in one mind, and this is delaying us. If we could
put that in order, if we were all joined together and everything
was right I would like it. T would like to part well satisfied
and pleased. I hear that His Excellency is unwell, and I
wish that everything would be easy in his mind. It is this
that annoys me, that things do not come together. I wish for
one day more, and after that there would not be much in my
way.”

Core—* You wanted me to come here and I came here. I
find nothing, and I do not think anything will go right.
I know what you want ; I cannot speak of anything here con-
cerning my own land until T go to my own land. Whenever
you desire to see me I will tell you what you are asking me
here. Now I want to return.”

Lieur-.Gov. Morris—* We asked the Chief to]come here.
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He has as much right to be here as another Indian. We
cannot go there and ask the people of the two great tribes to
meet in one place as they have done when they were asked to
meet us.  You have had many days to talk together. If the
Saulteaux are determined that they want an agreement to pre-
vent the Company from trading, it cannot be given. I think
the Chief here spoke wisely. He says he is in trouble because
you do not understand each other. Why are you not of one
mind? Have you tried to be of one mind? Maust we go back
and say we have had you here so many days, and that you
had not the minds of men—that you were not able to under-
stand each other? Must we go back and tell the Queen that
we held out our hands for her, and her red children put them
back again? If that be the message that your conduct to-day
is going to make us carry back, I am sorry for you, and fear it
will be a long day befove you again see the Queen’s Councillors
here to try to do you good. The Queen and her Councillors
may think that you do not want to be friends, that you do not
want your little ones to be taught, that you do not want when
the food is getting scarce to h

a hand in yours stronger
y you will think again before
you turn your backs on the offers ; you will not let so little a
question as this about the Company, without whom you tell me
you could not live, stop the good we mean to do. 1 hope that
T am perfectly understood ; when we asked the chief here we
wanted to speak with him about his lands at his place ; when
we asked “Loud Voice ” here we wanted to speak with him
about the land at his place ; so when we asked the other
chiefs here we wanted to speak with them about the lands at
their places. Why? because we did not want to do anything
that you would not all know about, that there might be no
bad feelings amongst you. We wanted you to be of one mind
and heart in this matter, and that is the reason you are here
to-day. Now it rests with you; we have done all we could.
Have you anything more to say to us, or are we to turn our

than yours to help you. Surel
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backs upon you, and go away with sorry hearts for you and
your children? Tt remains for you to say.”

Tue GavsLer—“We do not understand you and what you
are talking about. T do not keep it from you ; we have not

chosen our Chiefs ; s and

we have not appointed our soldi
BRIy e Bave ot looked sround us yet, and chosen our
land, which I understand you to tell us to choose. We do not
want to play with

you, but we cannot appoint our Chiefs and
head men quickly ; that is in the way. Now it is near mid-
day, and we cannot appoint our Chiefs. This Chief who got
up last—the Queen’s name was used when he was appointed
to be Chief—he wants to know where his land is to be and see
it, what like it is to be, and to find the number of his children;
that is what is in his mind. He says he came from afar, he
had a good mind for coming, and he takes the same good mind
away with him. T have not heard him say to the Saulteaux to
keep back their land.”

Ligur.-Gov. Morris—¢T think T understand you. We do
not want to separate in bad feeling, or to avoid any trouble in

coming to an understanding with you ; beeause I do not believe

that if we do not agree it will ever be my good fortune to
endeavor to do so again. “Loud Voice,” the Chief, has told us
he wants a day to think it over. The Chief Cote,” from the
north, would like to go home, but T am sure he will stop a day
and try to understand his brothers, and agree as the others did
at the Lake of the Woods. T put my name, and the Chiefs and
the head men put theirs, and I gave the Chief a copy, and I
told him when I went home to Red River T would have it all
written out, a true copy made on skin, that could not be
rubbed out, that I would send a copy to his people so that
when we were dead and gone the letter would be there to
speak for itself, to show everything that was promised ; and
that was the right way to do. T did so, and sent a copy of the
treaty written in letters of blue, gold, and black to the Chief
“Maw-do-pe-nais,” whom the people had told to keep it for
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them. He who speaks for the Saulteaux tells us they have
not made up their minds yet about the land—he tells us they
have not decided to refuse our hands. T am glad to hear him
say that, and if it will please my Indian brethren here we will
be glad to wait another day and meet them here to-morrow
morning, if they will promise me with the words of men that
they will look this matter straight in the face ; that they will
lay aside every feeling except the good of their people, and try
to see what is right, and that they will come back and say,
¢We have done our best, we have tried to be of one mind, and
considered what was best for now, and to-morrow, and the
years that are to come when we have all passed away. This is
our answer. We are very much in earnest about this matter.
The Chief said I was not very well, yet T am here. Why?
Because the duty was laid upon me. T was afraid of the
journey ; but when a Chief has a duty to do he tries to do it,
and T felt that if I could do you any good, as T believed T
could, T ought to be here. I tell you this, trust my words,
they come from the heart of one who loves the Indian people,
and who is charged by his Queen to tell them the words of
truth.”

SIXTH DAY'S CONFERENCE.

The Crees having come.and shaken hands, His Honor Lieut.-
Gov. Morris rose and said :

“My friends, I have talked much; I would like to hear
your voices, I would like to hear what you say.”

Ka-xu-1sia-yay, (Loud Voice—a principal chief of the Crees)
—“Tam very much pleased with that, to listen to my friends,
for certainly it is good to report to each other what is for the
benefit of each other. We see the good you wish to show us.
If you like what we lay before you we will like it too. Let
us join together and make the Treaty ; when both join together
it is very good.”
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